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PREAMBLE

The contents of this document go to the heart of a vital aspect of university
endeavour — ethical research in the modern environment. The main purpose of
this Code is to achieve a balance between safeguarding the dignity and rights of
the research participant and providing a supportive and protective ethical
environment within which the university researcher can seek to further the
boundaries of human knowledge.

The core themes of autonomy, non-maleficence, beneficence and justice as
applied to research involving human participants are not, of course, new, and
neither are national and international attempts to embed them. What /s new is
an increasing emphasis by the State (via legislation, research governance
frameworks and codes of best practice) on accountability and supervision, at all
levels and in all relevant institutions, including universities; hence the need for
the University Code of Research Ethics.

In the drafting of these documents, the University Research Ethics Committee,
with membership drawn from all relevant constituencies within Brunel, has been
conscious of the need to combine increased accountability with a recognition
that research endeavour must be accorded the highest priority and not be
compromised and strangled by bureaucracy. Inevitably, some compromise has
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http://www.hta.gov.uk/_db/_documents/Code_of_practice_1_-_Consent.pdf
http://www.hta.gov.uk/_db/_documents/Code_of_practice_1_-_Consent.pdf






http://www.brunel.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/384235/research-integrity-code.pdf
http://www.brunel.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/384235/research-integrity-code.pdf
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/highereducation/Pages/Theconcordattosupportresearchintegrity.aspx
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/highereducation/Pages/Theconcordattosupportresearchintegrity.aspx






http://www.myresearchproject.org.uk/
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Howweregulate/Medicines/Inspectionandstandards/GoodClinicalPractice/index.htm
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Howweregulate/Medicines/Inspectionandstandards/GoodClinicalPractice/index.htm
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/Publications/Pages/concordattosupportresearchintegrity.aspx
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/Publications/Pages/concordattosupportresearchintegrity.aspx

